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PREFACE .. | | L ABIAS

“N'Ko for English Speakers” is for teaching English speakers how to learn N’Ko.

The first purpose of this book is to give the English speaking Mandens the opportunity
to learn, read and write their own language, and consequently give them greater
understanding of their culture. Due to the fact that the N'Ko alphabet was invented, and
developed mostly in countries whose official languages are French, the English
speaking Mandens have generally been left out of this important discovery. | hope that
this small book will at least partially remediate this oversight.

The second is to give other English speakers, N'Ko students and teachers around the
world, the opportunity o explore and learn N’Ko, in order to gain greater understanding

of both, Manden speakers, and their culture. Historically, college and university
campuses around the world offer Manden studies. The study of the N'Ko
writing system, however, is just beginning. This book is an illustrated approach
to the N'Ko alphabet that would provide an important tools for educators in
Africa, as well as other parts of the world.
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N’Ko is the writing system and the common name of the Manden languages of West
Africa generally known as Mandenkan, Mandenkan is divided into four main
branches: Bamanankan, Julakan, Maninkakan, Mandenkokan, and many smaller
branches. It is a combination of multiple languages, dialects, and accents. It is spoken
primarily in ten countries including

When Mandens people from different branches talk to each other, it is common
practice for them to switch, consciously or subconsciously, from one's own dialect to a
conventional language known as N'Ko or Kangbe (¢ ). The Word
N'Ko means literally “| say”. ltis the one expression that provides the common thread
that links most Manden languages. Therefore, those branches that say "N'Ko” to
express “ " have greater chance of understanding each other than those who do
not. The word N'Ko is written with capital “N” capital, apostrophe, “K” and small “o”.
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This book is dedicated to my wife Alma and our three children, Moussa, Aissa, and
Sekou. They are the first Manden-American of our family group (Kabila) born in
America. | hope that this book will help them bridge the small divide between their
American and Manden cultures.

My thanks: to my first teacher Ladji Kaba, who taught me my first lessons in N'Ko;
Karamo Sanussi Fiman Diane for his tireless efforts with the N’Ko bookstore; and
Karamo Baba Mamadi Diane who published the first book and audio tapes | used
in my studies, Last but not least, | humbly express my sincere gratitude to the
genius and great teacher Karamo Solomana Kante, the inventor of the N'Ko
writing system for dedicating his life to the enlightenment of his people.
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The alphabet was invented 1949 by the genius and great teacher, Solomon Kante of
Guinea in West Africa. After studying other alphabets including Latin and Arabic. he
decided that the best way to represent all the consonants, vowels, and tones of the
Manden languages, in one alphabet was to create a new one. He called this alphabet
N’Ko, which means (‘| say”). ¥’#Ko is read and written from right to ieft.

N'Ko is a flexible writing system capable of writing any language, especially African
languages. These languages have their own unique sounds and tones from the use of
the accents that are not often found in other languages and writing systems. It power
come from it use of the accents. With the accent each vowel can represent 16 tones,
and ailso with those accents it can combine all the various branches, and sub-
branches of Mandenkan into one powerful writing system. A good example of this
flexibility is that it is able to represent Maninka and Bamanan branches without
substituting words from the branches. These two language branches however closely
related, have subtle differences in accents and dialects. As an example, the word
“Name” in Bamanan is “Toko” and in Maninka it is “Toh”. In written communications
each will write it as T6 (éb) in N’Ko, and yet read and pronounce it differently.
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| N’Ko is divided into two sets of characters. The first is the basic set consisting of
. 27 letters, 10 numbers, and 9 accents. The tenth accent is the sound of the vowels
without an accent. These characters are designed to represent the sounds of Manden
- languages. The following are the basic characters: f
Vowels
; 2auaYol |
Consonants
LR A REETRANAA-EEX EBY K1 |
Numbers L
O bVHEEdP L
Accents
& S o A AN OO0V ==

. 3[20/2012 8
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The second consists of extended characters. These
characters are a combination of consonants and accents.
These combinations are designed to not only express sounds
and tones not found in Manden languages but to also to write
words belonging to other languages.

Example:

KH=4 «V=¢ ¢Z=% =1V

It can be difficult to make a one-to-one association of the letters of the
English alphabet and those of N'’Ko. Nevertheless, | have attempted
to associate N’Ko letters and sounds to their English counterparts to
help the student remember the N’Ko letters.




s VRO s o
The vowels are called Siralans. The basic difference in N’Ko between the vowels
and consonants is that the vowels can be sounded without associating any others
letters to them. The following are the vowels:
The 7 Vowels: ¥¥agsea 1¥iiVo
é English Names N’Ko Letters
A l
E o
I Y
/ EH A
f ) o :
AW ?
3/20/2012 10




N’KoO Letter Like in Pronounced

I AH

English Letter

3418 = 13f
A APPLE = o3
MedN130¥1 P Va0 1SbIFR3uAYo!

Practice writing the N’Ko letter in the spaces below - If ¢ 20 Afo UT ooAfs 34% 33414 33FY
p l
ol | —
Print
ascript
3/20/2012 11




N’KO Letter

English Letter

E

Pronounced

AY

3188 = 139

“$+4d113%8%1F V0830 1SbIFR2aunYol

Practice writing the N°Ko letter in the spaces below - If ‘l:‘? w Afg uJ emAlo 343 2391A38F Y

oV o
Print
o3 )
Script
12

3/20/2012
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N’Ko Letter Like in Pronounced
English Letter 3494 = 38F
“ P
| ee = Yf
31381 P Vatti01SbIF2aunYol
Practice writing the N’Ko letter in the spaces below - I T.? W Ak uJ omAfD 343 3341ASF Y
Yr Y
Print
YF .
Script
3/20/2012 13
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N’KO Letter

A

English Letter

EH

Like in

Pronounced

EH

348F = 139F

M¢dN1380¥1 Vo830 1SbIFRaunYol

Practice writing the N’Ko letter in the spaces below - T; ks 2w Afo T ocnAfo 349 334LAISF Y

T S e

IAF A
Print
A
IAF .
Script
3/20/2012




N’Ko Letter Like in Pronounced
242F = 139F

English Letter

U Teoth-dob

31201 P Vo830 1SbIFRaAYO!

Practice writing the N’Ko letter in the spaces below - i; T.? a Afo uJ omAlg 145 234 IAISFY
Fub R U
Print
-y
dub _
Script

. 3/20/2012




N’KO Letter Like in

English Letter

0,

Pronounced

OH

3a2df = 122f

3130319083 01SbIF2 - uaYol

Practice writing the N’Ko letter in the spaces below - [i; T.? W Afo uJ omAfo 345 2941A38FY
baF =
Print
baF -
Script
3/20/2012 16




N’KO Letter

Like in

Pronounced

oW

AW

English Letter

AW

~

3i2df = 1394

“$4d311380¢1 Va3 01SbIF_auaYol

Practice writing the N°Ko letter in the spaces below - If L o Afo uJd oAk 345 33HIAIIFY

23 e
Print

o3 2
Script
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The first rule to remember in learning the N°’Ko alphabet is to know that Mandenkan is a
tonal language. Therefore to learn the language well, it is very important to be comfortable
with the accents. The accents gave N’Ko its linguistic flexibilities by extending it to a level
not found in many other languages. It is not uncommon to see two or more words that are
written exactly alike but have different meanings. It is the accents that provide clarification
in those instances by signaling the appropriate tone. Furthermore, accents also have an
additional function of unifying the writing of the Manden branches and sub-branches into one
cohesive writing system. Although they may look a bit difficult, understanding them is
necessary. Once one learns their use, reading, writing, and even speaking become much
easier.

The N’Ko alphabet has 9 accents characters used to indicate pronunciation and tone. They
can be written above or below the letters. The tenth accent is the sound of the letters without
an accent. There are two types, the Kanadiyalan (tone sweetener) which is a dot written
below the letters, and the Kamasere (tone identifier) which is written above the letters. The
following table shows the accents.

© 0 0 0 0 0 0 O

3/20/2012
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Kamasere or tone identifiers

Kamasere or tone identifiers are accents placed above the letters to modify the tone
of the vowels. These accents have two forms, the short and the long tones. The
short tone are considered the primary tone because the long tone are a combination
of short tones. The following are the Kamasere’s:

Short tones

Short uniform middle tone
Short High tone

Short Low tone

[N " LYY

Short Rising tone

Long Tones

Long descending tone
Long High Tone
Long rising Tone

L el e Y - )

Long Low Tone

3/20/2012
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Kamasere or tone identifiers

' Two dot placed above a letter is used produce foreign tone like
| the French vowels E = @andU- . UJ
. Kanadiyalan, the “N” sound
( Kanadiyalan or tone sweetener is the nasalization mark
, indicated by a dot placed below a vowel denoting the “N”
sound
& 3/20/2012 20
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Kamasere or tone identifiers
Short tones

“~'=  Short uniform middie tone ASLLA ;s&.éJ.AJ_"I

This form is the vowel used without accent. The sound is the short uniform
middle tone. This is the most common use of the vowel, and is similar to

how the vowels are used in English. This form is written as follows:

e 3 uw A Y ° [
Reading Exercise
e 3 u A Y ° {
( 2 a u A Y o
o ( e 3 u A Y
Y ° I e 3 u A
A Y © ( e 3 u
u A () ( 2 3
3 u A o l e
3/20/2012 , 21




Short tones_(continued)

~

Short Low tone : A_'ljif.lﬂ' \ZSJ.AJ:I

The short low tone is composed with a short squiggly line like a tilde to

signify a low tone. This accent can be used at any part of a word, at the
beginning, middle and the end. The accents are used as follows:

? 3 u PSR | o 1
‘Reading Exercise
? 3 u A [] ° [
| ? 3 u A [] °
° i 2 3 u A []
[] ° | ? 3 u A
A [] ° 1 ? 3 u
u A [] ° i ? 3
E) u A [] ° i ?

3/20/2012
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Short tones_(continued)

.+ ™  Short Rising tone AN

The short rising tone is signified by a dot above the vowel. Actually, this is
a combination of two tones, the short low tone followed by the short

middle tone. | [ = | This accent is used as follows:

e 3 u A Y ° i
Reading Exercise
? 3 u A Y ° i
i @ - b A ' °
° i | & | 3 i A i
| Y ° i & 3 i A
A Y ° i 2 3 u
u A ¥ ° i ? 3
| a3 u A ¥ ° i 2
- 3/20/2012 23




Kamasere or tone identifiers
Long Tones

”n

.
-
. -_—
-

3/20/2012

Long Descending Tone LALTIAID ATLLEA ASSIAL
The long descending tone is signified by a sign that looks like a circumflex
above the vowel. The long descending tone unifies the Manden language
branches and sub-branches into one cohesive writing system. It is a
combination of two Short uniform middle tones, | | = i .The accents are
used as follows

8 3 p A i ° i
Reading Exercise
% 3 P A | ° i
i 2 5 & A i °
3 i 2 3 ? A i
i ° i % 3 ? A
A ¥ ° i 2 3 i
o A ¥ ° i 2 3
3 ? A ¥ ° i 2

24
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- Kamasere or tone identifiers

Long Tones
1 - Long High Tone LAJ.TJ.AJ.::"T I ALIELS 4613 AS$1ALY

E The accent for the Long High Tone is the circumflex open to the left. This
accent is a combination two short low tones, { 1 - tis used as follows:

Fy ’ >

? 3 u A Y

o'
-

Reading Exercise

(713
ur
e
>
<y
o
-y

~
(713
uv
e
>
-t
o'

o
oy,
0
us
C
>
-gy

L 44
o
-
(7,13
u
(-3
>

>
-y
o
-
0"
(T
c

)
>
-<t
o
—
0>
T

u
[
>
ey
o
—
(7.3

3/20/2012
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e
i

h

S M N S

Kamasere or tone identifiers

Long Tones

3/20/2012

Log Rising tone ALTIAID ATLEA AZSIAL
The long rising tone is signified by a circumflex open to the right above the
vowel. It is a combination of a long descending and a short low

tone, | 1 =1 . The accent is used as follows:

8 5 b A i o i
Reading Exercise
) 3 u A Y ° i
i ) 3 u A Y °
° i ) a u A Y
Y ° i ) 3 u A
A Y ° i 2 3 U
u A Y ° i 2 3
| u A Y ° i 2

26




Kamasere or tone identifiers

Long Tones
.5 = Long Low Tone WALIIATD ATT4ES YSLALY

The sign for the long low tone is composed of two joint reverse right
angles. This accent is a combination two short low tones:

I | =1.Iltis used as follows:

2 3 u A [} ° i
Reading Exercise
2 3 u A [} ° i
i 2 3 u A ¥ °
° i 2 3 u A ]
[} ° i @ 3 u A
A [} ° i 2 3 u
u A [} ° i e 3
3 u A [} ° i 2
3/20/2012
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an

Kanadiyalan, the “N” sound 194$Ym (T4
Kanadiyalan or tone sweetener is the nasalization mark indicated by a dot placed

below the vowel ( ) denoting the “N” sound (not to be confused with the N’

character that we W111 cover later). The tone is a short nasal sound like in the
following English words: Ten = ab and Ken = a4

K] 3 g8 Y ° !
AWM OHN OON  EN IN EHN AN
Reading Exercise

2 3 y | e Y 0 !
"! 2 3 u A Y 4
o i e 3 .g A Y

 § ° { e 3 7] A

A Y ° { 4 3 u

u A Y -] | e 3

3 u A B o | 2

3/20/2012 28




Foreign sounds and tones S oo ia LAu.mu.nlA oAl
In this age of inter-dependence any alphabet writing system that does not consider
the possibility of including words from other languages will create language barriers.
Solomana Kante, the inventor of the N’Ko script understood this basic principle. He
knew that there will be a need to include foreign names and words in the alphabet,
Therefore, he combined accents, and consonants to create the foreign sounds
needed in N'’Ko. This combination aliows one to write any language in N’Ko including
F.r.ench, English, and non Manden family African languages.

{: =The two dot placed above a letter denotes foreign tone like the French
vowels E = @ and U=y.
Sample Foreign letters

3/20/2012

S Ju e | V][V ]o
ZH U E KP GH SCH
1 A | ¢ | V| & i
J MH YH G CH R
b P | M| S|P
TH A\ KH NH Z BH

29




The alphabet contains 19 consonants called Sirata’s. They are the characters
that cannot be sounded without the association of a vowel. Therefore N'Ko adds

the vowel “ | ” (A) to name the consonants. For example, the name of the
letter F (B) is IF (BA) pronounced BAH. The table below shows the name of all

the consonants.
Consonant Table

N’Ko English N’Ko N’Ko English N’Ko
Names Names Letters Names Names Letters

I Fa o If Ba  F
by Ka 1 11 pa 1
.H' La Y b Ta b
1a Ma A IS Ja S
12 Nya 3 " CHa 1
i1 Na 1 lo da @

3/20/2012

30




Consonant Table (continued)

N’Ko
Names

h
i3
%
%

English
Names

Ha

Wa
Ya
N’

N’Ko
Letters

h

L > m

N’Ko
Names

F 4
%
o
v

English
Names

ra
ra
sa

gba

N’Ko
Letters

(1%

a 0 =®

Note: Although the ¢, N’ character is listed with the consonant, It is

neither consonant or vowel. It is a diphthong that has the
characteristics of both.

3/20/2012
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N’KO Letter

F

: English Letter

B .

Pronounced

LF

3a2f = 132

BAH

$4dN1328% 1P Votio1SbIF2auAYol

F L$ 20 AfD 0T oo Afo 249 JBUIAISFY

Practice writing the N’Ko letter in the spaces below -

F af uF AF YF of IF Print
F

Script

<F af uf /N3 YF of LF F

3/20/2012
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N’Ko Letter Like in Pronounced

] g

~

242f = 139

o P - Pepper = AIA? PAH

English Letter

NP EN1301 P VORI 1TbIFRauAYol
Pracﬁce writing the N’Ko letter in the spaces below - If ‘I} 2w Afg :IJO.CD.A.ED 343 J341AISFY
| = 21 ul Al Yi o q |
Script
< 33 ud Ad 3 oJ I3
-J
mmmm 3/20/2012 ‘ 33




N’KoO Letter

1

 English Letter

CH

9¢d11380¥1 Vo0l

Pronounced

14

248 = 1394

CHA

ISbif2auAYol

Practice writing the NKo letter in the spaces below - If ‘I::} 2w Ao uT cnAfo 345 3344 ASFY

21 = ul A1 Y1 o1 1 print
{
Script
<24 a4 ul Al Y1 ol 14

i

| 312012012

36




N’KoO Letter Like in Pronounced

(10 I
English Letter 3ASF = 139F

D DAH

“¢311383 1PV ORI BI1SbIFSIuAYol

Practice writing the N’Ko letter in the spaces below - If L? W Afo uJ QOAfD 34% 334IASSFY

em Im uo AQ Yo oo o Print
(18]
‘ Scripf_
i) 3.0 Ulas) ALD Yo o0 o
40
3/20/2012 37
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N’KO Letter

|

English Letter

R

EELEEYSEARAR-E ¥

Practice writing the N’Ko letter in the spaces below - I Ié 2w Ao uJ onAfo 345 334IAIIFY

Like in

Pronounced

&

~

3188 = 132F

RAH

@1SbIiF2auanYol

=F a3 ui at Y o 3 —
Script
i |
- 3/20/2012 |
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. N’Ko Letter Like in Pronounced

i i

English Letter 3190 = 1394

RR RRAH

M$4d3n1138091FP V90 301YbIF2aunYol

———— e

Practice writing the N’Ko letter in the spaces below - 1; T.é 2w AfD :lJQm.A.ED 343 3341AISFY
24 =1 Uit Al Yi oit I print

Script

| o4 a4 Ut ALt Vit ot I

; _ | k1

| :

1 ‘ ; ,

. 312012012 39
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N’KoO Letter

English Letter

S

“¢dN138F1FP YV

Py
&5

e

sy

Like in

- Pronounced

I=

2458 = 122F

SAH

%3+ 1NSbifFauanYol

Practice writing the N’Ko letter in the spaces below - If T.é 2w Ak LT omAfD 34% 334JAI3F Y

o == ug A Yo oo o Print
(=
Script
<o 30 U AL Yo oY m .o
-
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”""”“”‘““’”’; N’KoO Letter Like in Pronounced
English Letter S 249F = 122F

G sUava = IPlduv GAH

%$431M13%809 1P Vo300 1SbIFRaunyYol

Practice writing the N’Ko letter in the spaces below - If T.é 2 AfD :ﬂ'o.am.in =L L ELS;.*!.LA.'I&.F Y
eV av uv AV YV oV v | ™
Script
W =Ry uy AY |4 oV v
. 3/20/2012 41




N’KoO Letter

[

English Letter

F

Like in

Face =gor

Pronounced

L

2498 = 13F

FAH

%“¢dN1%284%1e Vo301 SbIFR2auanYol

Practice writing the N’Ko letter in the spaces below - Lf L$ 20 AfD 1T QAED 349 ISUUAISFY

edf

ad

ud

ad

Y&

od

If

Print

g

Script

&

3/20/2012
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N’Ko Letter Like in Pronounced

" 14

English Letter 318F = 139

K KAH

e — S Y

“¢d11328 TPV 301SbIFRauAYol

Practice writing the N’Ko letter in the spaces below - If T.# 2w AfD uJ om Ak 34% 134IASFY

M1 a uH A Y4 o v print
\ Script

<4 34 ud A & o4 13

3/20/2012
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Pronounced

N’KO Letter Like in
C} -W¢QMM?x> 13

English Letter

M S

L %.mamp LAH
Yedn128F 1P Vo+015bIfF23unYol
Practice writing the N’Ko letter in the spaces below - If 1¥ 20 Af0 uT amAln 343 234IA33F Y
2% =) 4 ut AT Yo o% h Print
q.
Script

3/20/2012
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| N’Ko Letter Pronounced
|
| English Letter SASF = 139

M MAH

“¢dN130Y1 Vot 1SbIFRaunyYol

Practice writing the N’Ko letter in the spaces below - [f T.é 2w afo uJ QmALD 4% 334IAISFY

24 34 ua Ab Y4 ol & Print

o

J | Script
] A

3/20/2012 45




v

s

English Letter

NY

“¢dh1

K

3184 = 139F

NYAH

2AFMPVo8%3a1VbIFR2aunYol

Practice writing the N’Ko letter in the spaces below - 1; T.é 2w ko uJ onAfD 343 334IASFY

2%

a3

us

A

Y3

o9

13

Print

s

3

33

us

X

) £

o3

13

Script

5

3/20/2012
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N’KO Letter

T

English Letter

N

Barnana =

1IEIF

Pronounced

13

342f = |32

NAH

“¢dn T30 1P VO3 1SbIFRauAnYol
Practice writing the N’Ko letter in the spaces below - If I..é 2w Ako T cmAfD 34% 194IA9FY
21 a1 Ul A1l Y1 o1 1 Frint
Script
<J 3] ud A J oJ 13
| 3/20/2012 47




L

AR e

N’KoO Letter

"

Ehglish Letter

H

Like in

Pronounced

10

242 = 13848

HAH

wegdT1284%1P Vot 1SbIF2aunyYol

Practice writing the N’Ko letter in the spaces below - 1; T.? 2w Ao T cmafo 345 3341 ASFY

2"

ah

uh

Al

Yh

oh

th

Print

"

Script

-

3/20/2012
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N’Ko Letter

English Letter

Pronounced

~

ai1ed = 139F
44BN 13091PV0%301SbIF2IuAYol

Practice writing the N’Ko letter in the spaces below - If ‘I:é 2 Afo ‘L;JO.HJJ\ED 14% 33MIAISFY

| &d ad ud nd Yd od id Priot

Script

d

3/20/2012 49
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N’KO Letter

4

English Letter

Y

Like in

Pronounced

v

~

aledf = 132F

YAH

“l’"?i'l'I?A‘I"l:l’Vﬂﬂ:l'm‘lVb!fS:l.lAYol

N’Ko letter in the spaces below - 1; I,é 2w Al UT caafo 345 3341AISFY

Practice writing the

-4 as us AT Y o ¥ Print
 {
Script
kg m K s AS e oL K
-
© 3/20/2012 50




N’KoO Letter Like in Pronounced
i | English Letter 2194 = 132F

N, N!

4313891 Vost01TbIF2auAYol

Practice writing the N’Ko letter in the spaces below - TJ 20 Afo :IJO.m.A.ED 34% J3HIAISFY

o o % % o o % |
q.l
o 9 5 9 9 9 g | ™
3

3/20/2012
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N'Ko numerals are called Jateden’s. Numerals are the easiest part of the N'Ko
learning course for English speakers. This is because they operate in the same way
as English numbers. Nevertheless, one should always remember that unlike English
which is a left to right language orientated language, N’Ko is a right to left language
orientated language. Of course the appearance, and the names of the characters are
also different. Apart from these facts, everything else is about the same. The following
are the numerals and their names:

Cardinal Numbers

? 4 v h k - | r I 0
9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Konodo | Seyin | Worowula | Woro | Lolu Nani | Saba | Fila | Kelen | dokolon

Ordinal Numbers

¥ b L ] k & g s I

Konodo- | Seyin- | Worowula- | Woro- Lolu- | Nani- | Saba- | Fila-
nan nan nan nan nan nan nan nan

Foloma

Add the suffix “nan” to form the ordinal number, except for the “first” which is called “Foloma”.

3/20/2012 | 52




| | N’Ko Numerals... TS o.m.a.b:l'S 343

Like in Engli'sh, numbers above 9 are constructed by combining numbers 0-9. This also applies to

the reading of the numbers. In addition to the numeric characters 0-9, the numbers in the first table
below have unique names:

Unique Names

| 000000 | 000I 001 o o1
1,000,000 1,000 100 20 10
Wulu Wa Keme Muwan Tan or Bee

" Therefore, to read 11 you say “Tan ni Kelen”, which means 10 and 1. To express 25 say “Muwan
ni Lolu®, 120 is read Keme ni Muwan. To read a number greater then 9, except 20 such as 10,

100, 1000 etc. say the unique name followed by the digit name. For instance, 30 will be BiSaba,
| 50 is BiLolu, 400 is KemeNani, and 5000 is Wal_olu and so on.

001 - 07 ob oV 04 ot (1] 04 or 0I
100 90 80 70 60 50 40 30 20 10
ch Bee Bee Bee Bee Bee Bee Bee M T
eme Konodo | Seyin Worowula Woro Lolu Nani Saba uwan an
- 3/20/12012 53




Operation of N’Ko Numerals

The operation of N'Ko Numerals
Therefore, addition, subtraction, multiplication,
Once again remember that N'Ko is read and wri

true for the numerals alignments and combinations.

are very similar to that of English Numerals.
and division are done the same way.
tten from right to left. This is specially

,; [ Ad(?i’i;ion 1‘3‘5 E~l!IS Subst;azction LS

2| ri
+ 2 -2

34 rF+ 30 F-
| 04

Mutiplication @ 1o Division Y313b
3:22 by 32 ¥
dy 16 bl
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N’Ko Numerals Exercises
Remember N'Ko ( 349 ) is written from right to left

Write the numbers below with N'Ko ( 343 ) NUMBERS!

N'Ko | English Exercises
I 1 Example: 50 = OF
F 2 25=__
| 3 37=______
= 4 Try some of the numbers on the right :
F 5
h 6
v 7
b 8
? 9
0 0
312002012
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N’Ko Alphabet Exercises

Remember N'Ko (34% ) is written from right to left
Write the words below with N'Ko ( 343) LETTERS!

English

N'Ko

Exercises

English

N'Ko

>

w

0
I

Example: John =133
MY NAME IS: -

GAME:
PAW:

N

o

P

B(r|R|e|=|T|@mm O

e T e

ol Pl Al=<| x| |0 B|>f=|=—

Try your own words below:
HAT =
KITE =

_-P-b)ﬂl-@:ﬂ‘uﬁl-lo-ﬂvl.l—‘l

3/20/2012
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One of the corner stones of Manden culture.

One afternoon, long before | thought of going to Europe or to America, | was having
tea with an European friend at a local sidewalk café when another European
greeted us as he passed. | could see that my friend was very annoyed by the
stranger's action. Later that day he commented “Why did that person greet us? He
did not know us."

I, in turn, was very surprised that one would be annoyed or be angered because of

being greeted by a stranger. | didn’t understand his reaction, After several years in
Europe, Asia, and America, | realized that greetings can be an act of friendship, or
an invasion of one’s personal space, depending on the culture, or the situation.

By contrast in the Manden culture, one is expected to greet first before any
activity takes place, even if such activity is simply two strangers passing by
each other. It is considered rude to pass by someone without greeting the
person. Any visitor to a Manden society should be careful to greet the host
first before engaging in any conversation for business or pleasure.
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Rules for Greeting
One of the indications of how important greetings are in Manden society is the length of time
it takes to greet a friend or relative one has not seen for a long time. Such a greeting can take
an hour or more before it is completed. The reason why greetings may take a long time to

complete is because it is customary for the host who has been greeted to reverse roles
and begin greeting the guest. Therefore the one that was performing the first leg of
the greeting now become the respondent. This role reversal can repeat itself

multiple times before starting any new business. It will include asking about the person,
asking about the family members one at a time, the friends, and other acquaintances. It may
also include sharing a souvenir of one or more common events.

Although the rules of greeting in Manden culture is not easily articulated, one can observe
with frequency the following:

1. Before transacting any kind of business or friendly exchange, one must first engage in a
period of formal or informal greeting.

2. A person who is approaching, greets the other who is standing still or sitting.

3. A person who is entering another's domicile or place of business is the one to greet the
occupants first.
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Basic Manden Greetings
The following are some common greetings:

Greeting

Answer

Morning Greeting (Sunrise to noon)

E nee somah = 203 Y =Goog morning to you

Tanna mahssee = AP W0 b = oy was your night?

E nee somah = 420 WY = Good morning to you also

Tannasseeteh = AP0 Lb = yervthing is fine

Noon Greeting (Noon to 15:30)

E nee Tele = % WYY = Gooqg Mid-day to you

Tanna mah Tele = %% X b= 0 was your Mid-day?

E nee Tele = ¥ 1Y =G50q Mid-day to you

Tanna ssee the = AP 10 1ab = Everything is fine

N AR TR TS,

Afternoon Greeting (15:30 to sunset)
E nee Wura = 8 Y = Good Mid-day to you

Tanna mah Tele = 3 M 05 = was your Mid-day?

EneeTele =93 WY = Good Mid-day to you

Tanna ssee te = AP 10 b = Eyerything is fine

Evening Greeting (sunset to sunrise)

E nee suh =4& Y—"f ~ Good evening to you

Tanna mah Tele = ©b B L1b = How was your evening?

E nee su =45 BY = Good evening to you
Tanna ssee the = 10 k8 b = Everything is fine

3/20/2012
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Neutral Greetings

A new style of greeting has emerged from the widespread use of telephone and the
internet, called neutral greeting. “I ni tuma” “good moment to you” is a good
example. Because of these new technologies, one could be greeting someone in a
different time zone. For example one person may greet another in the United States
or England from Mali or Guinea. The appropriate greeting in Mali may be “I ni
sogomah”, “good morning” while the appropriate greeting in the United States or
England may be “I ni tele”, “good afternoon” or “l ni suu” “good evening” depending on
the time. Therefore, it is alright to say “l ni tuma,” “good moment.” However, it is
better to know your party’s true time frame to conduct your greeting accordingly.

The Following are some time neutral greetings:
1. | nituma= ¥ Y = Good moment to you Tana si te

2. Abehdee =@~ = How is it Tana si te
(This greeting can also be used to answer a telephone call instead of saying Hello!)

Please note that any action word preceded with “I ni” will become a greeting. Look at
. the following exampies:

1. Inibara = Good work or good job
2. Inibori = Good run
3. Ilnisuno = Good sleep

3/20/2012

60




Pease be aware that the pronunciations of the greeting may vary
slightly from locality and group to group however they are
generally understood by most N’Ko speakers.
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APPENDIX

Pictures index

Picture Name Pronunciation | N'Ko Name Page Number
Apple keasaba dﬂjj 9
Jay kono Qj_éj 10
Bee lekeasey AYHS 11
Bell tahiahn 1%ib 12
Tooth nyin
E 13
Boat takuioon
ududlb 14
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Pictures Index (CONTINUED)

Picture Name Pronounciation | N'Ko Name |Page Number
Paw sorinma LAI:IEID 15
Ball tulaan lﬂ::.l.b 26
Pepper foroto J_bs_td’ | 27
Tamtam jenbeh koS 28
| ?’ Jet sanmakulun TLLIVNTS 29
B Chess chekaman LA A1 30
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Pictures Index (CONTINUED)

Picture Name Pronunciation | N'Ko Name | Page Numbers
Dart Kown _-_|_';| - 31
Rainbow kololo 29994 - 32
Arrow kalakiseh oyllsy 33
Saturn kedeatea | M 34
‘Guava beayaki mj_gif 35
Face nyadola 99203 36
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Pictures Index (CONTINUED)

Picture Name Pronunciations | N'Ko Name | Page Numbers
Kite freafrea Yt PYtP 37
Lamp taadun ulb 38
Mask nyadoh mld 39
Nyala tankon Hlb 40
banana namasa L:J_Aj 41
)
Q\JD/ Hat fuulah KT 42
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Pictures Index (CONTINUED)

Picture

Name I:ronunclatlo N’Ko Name

Page Number

e e
g, 75 =
N %

Water jea S

Yam koo Th|

N'Ko N'Ko PEL

43

44

45
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Pictures Index (CONTINUED)

Ll F

4 3

¥ b

9 '|~f|ud’..;|3,d>' <

1 getfeg 1 1l
o ﬂ"ﬂf’}éﬁ%“ oY, il
L x| t1 (PP
Q‘l q'lﬁa']bcb..w n o D’E_‘DMJ (
T T Te veTarted S - F
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